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largest producer of mineral oil in the Colonial Empire. Its
main exports are sugar, cocoa, coconuts, petroleum, asphalt,
limejuice and grapefruit. Until recently, cocoa was the most
important agricultural crop, but sugar now takes the first
place, the output being the krgest in the British West Indies.
The Usine St. Madeleine is probably the krgest sugar
factory in the world Another important institution in
Trinidad is the Imperial College of Tropical Agriculture,
which will be referred to again later. Though located in
Trinidad, its work benefits all the West Indian Colonies
and indeed the Colonial Empire generally.
The Government of Trinidad and Tobago was recon-
stituted by Letters Patent and aa Order in Council in 1924,
It is administered by the Governor with an Executive Council
of seven members. Up to 1941, the Legisktive Council
consisted of the Governor, the Colonial Secretary, the Attor-
ney General, the Treasurer, nine nominated official members,
six nominated unofficial members and seven elected members,
six from Trinidad and one from Tobago. The franchise,
however, was very restricted, representing only some 6 per
cent of the population. Following upon the recommendations
of the West India Royal Commission, the franchise was
extended, the goal being universal adult suffrage, as already
granted to Jamaica, but in Trinidad the extremely mixed
character of the population makes it desirable to proceed
by stages. In the meantime, the legislature was reformed.
The official and nominated members were reduced from
eighteen to nine, and the elected members were increased
from seven to nine, the Governor possessing a casting vote.
The Executive Council is increased from seven to eight
members. Further progress is now being made.
Trinidad, Tobago, and Grenada lie outside the hurricane
zone, which has proved such a scourge to some of the other
West Indian islands.